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Abstract

In the recent period of linguistics history, on the one hand, fundamental and related
scientific disciplines have emerged, on the other hand, the fields of theoretical and applied
linguistics have become limited, and the role of trans-theory and trans-linguistics has
increased, which has also turned significant achievements of one field into achievements of
others. Whereas at the beginning of the 21st century linguistics was gradually moving from
a closed, immanent state to being more or less accessible relative to external factors,
linguistics now interacts freely with other sciences. It can therefore be assumed that internal
linguistics is evolving into interdisciplinary, anthropological linguistics. Evolutionary
linguistics researchers, talking about the development of linguistics, emphasize that
linguistics is now becoming more quantitative. We live in the digital era, and distance is no
longer as important today as it was in the last century, thanks to modern communication
technologies. The considerable linguistic corpora now available, analytical methods in
evolutionary biology, graphical analysis, and statistical methods make it possible to study
language and represent linguistic phenomena in a multifaceted way. It can be unequivocally
said that in our digital era, we are dealing with interdisciplinary digital linguistics and in the
study of which the quantitative approach becomes dominant.

Along with the development of digital technologies, new scientific disciplines have
emerged in linguistics, which on the one hand have displaced previously functioning
scientific disciplines from the arena and on the other hand have come to occupy a central
role in the field of linguistic research. Linguistics seems to be changing its nature from a
theoretical to an experimental field. In almost all disciplines (grammar, phonology,
pragmatics) the role of experimental research has increased. Operational changes have also
been observed in the methodology of linguistic disciplines.

The aim of this article is to present the changes in the linguistic paradigm in the digital
era, to comprehend the positive and negative aspects of these changes, to highlight the
features and trends of digital linguistics, to show the shifts in the system of linguistic
disciplines, the transformation of disciplines and the prospects for development.
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Referring to the results of recent studies in evolutionary linguistics, as well as
comparing linguistic disciplines operating at different stages of language development, we
can state that now, in the era of great possibilities of digital technology, linguistics has
undergone quite interesting transformations, the main problem being the integrated
representation of language, the discovery of the functional aspect of language, the discovery
of links between language and other phenomena, etc. Today we see a completely new quality
in the development of linguistics in the form of digital linguistics, which comes with already
renewed and completely new disciplines. Digital linguistics can create significant prospects
for strengthening links between different linguistic centers and for carrying out
interdisciplinary collaborative research. It allows not only the description of individual
specific languages but also theoretical and linguophilosophical problems, equally dealing
with intralinguistic and extra-linguistic problems.

Keywords and phrases: digital linguistics, digital technologies, linguistic paradigm,
language study, linguistic disciplines.
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AHHOTALUA

B HoBelimmii mepuon HCTOPUHM JWHTBUCTHKH, C OJHON CTOPOHBI, MOSIBHIJIHCH
(yHIaMeHTaIbHBIE W CMEXKHbBIC HaydyHbIe JHMCUUIUIMHBL, C JIPYrod CTOPOHBI, CTaIU
OTPAaHUYMBATHCSI OOJIACTH TEOPETUUYECKOW W MPUKIAAHOW JIMHTBUCTHKH, BO3POCIA POJIb
TPAHCTCOPUH W TPAHCIIMHTBUCTUKH, YTO TAKXKE MPEBPATHIIO CYIIECTBEHHBIC JOCTHUXCHUS
OJTHOM 00acTu B qocTrkeHus npyrux. Ecim B Havane XX Beka TUHTBUCTHKA MTOCTETICHHO
MepexXoiiia OT 3aKPBITOr0, UMMAHEHTHOTO COCTOSIHUAS K 0OJiee MIM MEHEE CBOOOTHOMY
OTHOCHTEJIBHO BHEITHUX (DaKTOPOB, TO cevyac JMHTBUCTHKA CBOOOIHO B3aUMOJICHCTBYET C
JIpyrumMu HaykamMu. [loaToMy MOXKHO TpEANOJOKUTh, YTO BHYTPEHHSS JMHTBUCTHKA
MpeBpaIaeTCs B MEXAUCIUILTNHAPHYIO, AHTPOIOJIOTHYECKYIO JIUHTBUCTHKY.
HccnenoBarenu, 3aHUMarOIKecs] MpoOjIeMaMi 3BOTIOIMOHHON JIMHTBUCTUKH, TOBOPSI O
Pa3BUTHH S3bIKO3HAHMSI, TIOTYEPKUBAIOT, UTO B HACTOSIIEE BPEMsI TUHTBUCTHKA CTAHOBUTCS
0oJiee KOTMYEeCTBEHHON. MBI )KHBEM B BEK ITU(MPOBBIX TEXHOJIOTUH, U CETOHS, KaK HUKOT/1a

39



paHee, O61arofapst COBPEMEHHBIM KOMMYHHUKAIIMOHHBIM TEXHOIOTUSIM, PACCTOSIHUE YXKE HE
UMeeT TAaKOro 3HAueHMs, Kak B IPOULIOM Beke. MMeromuecs B HacTosllee BpeMs
3HAYUTENBHBIE SI3BIKOBBIE KOPIOpALMM, AHAIUTHUYECKHE METOAbl B 3BOJIIOLMOHHOU
Ononorun, rpagUIeCKUi aHAIM3 M CTATHCTHYECKHE METOABI IO3BOJAIOT MHOTOTDAHHO
U3Yy4aTh SA3BIK U NPEICTABIATH SI3BIKOBBIE SBICHUSA. MOXKHO 0€30rOBOPOYHO yTBEP)KAATH,
YTO B Haml IU(POBOIl BEK MBI UMEEM JIeN0 ¢ NU(POBOI JTMHIBUCTHKOM, KOTOpas HMeEeT
MEXJUCHUIIMHAPHBIA XapakTep U IpU U3yYEeHUM KOTOPOH KONMYECTBEHHBIM MOAXO.
CTaHOBUTCS JOMUHUPYIOIIKM.

Bwmecre ¢ pa3BuTHEM IH(POBEIX TEXHOJOTHH B JIMHTBHUCTHKE ITOSBIIINCH HOBBIC
Hay4Hble IUCLUILUIUHBI, KOTOPble, C OJHOH CTOpDOHBI, BBITECHWJIM C apeHbl paHee
(YHKIIMOHUPOBABIINE HAay4YHbIE IWCIMIUIMHBL, a C APYrOH CTOPOHBI, CTalM 3aHUMAaTh
[EHTPAIbHYIO POJIb B 00ACTH JMHIBUCTUYECKHUX HCCIEIOBaHUN. JIMHTBHCTHKA, TOXOXKE,
MEHSIET CBOIO MIPUPOJTY, IEPEXOSI OT TEOPETUUECKOH chepsl K IKCTIepruMeHTaIbHOM. [louTn
BO BCEX JUCHUIUIMHAX (TpaMMaTHKka, (oHOJOrHs, IparMaTuka) BO3pocia pOJb
SKCIEPUMEHTAIbHBIX HccnefoBaHuil. OmnepaTHBHbIE M3MEHEHUS HaOMOJamuch U B
METOAOJIOTHH U3YUYEHUS TUHIBUCTUUECKUX JTUCLIUILINH.

Llens naHHOH cTaTbU - MPEACTAaBUTh U3MEHEHHS B JIMHIBUCTHYECKOH Mapaaurme B
3MOXY HU(POBBIX TEXHOJOTHH, OCMBICIHUTH IOJOXKUTEIBHBIE W OTPHIATENILHBIE CTOPOHBI
3TUX W3MEHEHNUH, BBIICTUTH 0OCOOCHHOCTH U TEHACHIIUH Pa3BUTHS NN(POBOH THHTBUCTHKH,
MI0Ka3aTh CBUTH B CUCTEME JIMHIBUCTHUCCKUX TUCIUILINH, TpaHCHOPMALUH TUCIUILIHH U
NEPCIEKTUBB] PA3BUTHA.

Ccplnasch Ha pe3ynbTaThl MOCIEAHUX MCCIEAOBAHUN B 0OJACTU HBOIIOLIUOHHOMN
JIVHTBUCTHKH, a TaKXK€ CPaBHUBAsl JIMHIBUCTUYECKUE AUCLMIUIMHBI, ACHCTBYIOIIUE HA
Pa3HBIX 3Talax pa3BUTHUS A3BIKA, MOXKHO KOHCTaTHPOBATh, YTO ceiyac, B ATOXY OOIBIINX
BO3MOXHOCTEH IU(POBBIX TEXHOIOTHH, TMHIBUCTHKA IPETEPIIeNa JOBOJIEHO HHTEPECHBIE
TpaHCOpMaIMK, OCHOBHON MpPoOIEeMON SBISIETCS KOMIUIEKCHOE MPEACTAaBICHHUE SI3BIKA,
packpsITHEe (DYHKIMOHAIBHOTO acleKTa sI3bIKa, OOHapy)KEHHE CBA3EH MEXAy SI3BIKOM H
JpYyTUMHU SBICHUSMU U T.A. CeroiHs Mbl BUAUM COBEPLICHHO HOBOE Kau€CTBO Pa3BUTHSA
JUHTBUCTHKH B BUJE IU(POBON IMHIBUCTUKYU, KOTOPAst IPUXOJUT C y>K€ OOHOBICHHBIMU U
COBEPIICHHO HOBBIMH JUCHUIUIMHaMH. lluppoBas IHMHIBHCTHKA MOXET CO3JaTh
3HAUUTENbHBIE  MEPCIEKTUBBl  JUIA  YKPEIUIEHUsl  CBsI3€H  MeXay  pasIHMuHBIMU
JMHIBUCTHYECKMMHU LEHTPaMU W OIS NPOBEJECHUS MEXIUCUUIIIMHAPHBIX COBMECTHBIX
uccienoBanuil. OHa O3BOJIAET HE TOJIBKO 3aHUMAThCS OIUCAHUEM OTAEIbHBIX KOHKPETHBIX
S3BIKOB, HO M pEIIaTh TEOPETUIECKUE H JIMHTBOPUIOCO(DCKIE POOIEMBI, B pABHOH CTECIICHU
3aHHMAThCS KaK BHYTPIIMHIBUCTHUECKIMU, TaK U SKCTPATUHTBUCTUUECKUMHU MPOOIEeMaMH.

KnwueBble c10Ba M CJI0BOCOYETAaHMs: IM(poBas JMHIBUCTUKA, LHU(POBBIE
TEXHOJOTMHY, JIMHTBUCTUYECKAsh MapajurMa, U3y4YeHUEe s3bIKa, JIMHIBHCTHUYECKHE
JVCLUTLIHHEL.
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Introduction

At each stage of the development of science, there have been different understandings
of language, which manifest themselves in the form of linguistic currents and concepts.
When examining the nature, origin, development, and use of language, linguists start from
existing common understandings or put forward their own, which, however, manifest
themselves in various ways at different phases of the development of linguistics.

In the new period of linguistic history, from the 1920s to the 21st century, linguistic
thought continued to rely on the views of F. de Saussure. Saussure's famous dichotomies had
a particular influence on various linguistic trends. The main linguistic trend of this period is
structural linguistics, which is essentially a further development of the immanent and
formalistic tendencies of the previous period.

In the 20th century, a new trend appeared in linguistics. Language began to be seen
as a social phenomenon. While, according to some researchers, it had only a theoretical basis
and no relevant conclusions were drawn from it, others gave it a significant role and
considered it the basis for identifying the nature of language. Thus, proponents of the first
direction 'purified' linguistics from elements of other sciences and the object of study of
linguistics from related fields and phenomena. As a result, the immanent observation of
language became a general principle, and language came to be regarded as a pure form, a
specific closed structure. The representatives of the second direction tried to overcome this
one-sidedness, to explain the essence of language on the basis of its social nature, taking into
account its various connections with other phenomena. The first ones focused on the
improvement of research methods and the progress of methodology, while the second
concentrated on the nature of language, theory, and methodology [1].

Representatives of structural linguistics consider the immanent study of language to
be the only method of studying the language. Language is necessary to study the formal
aspect of language and structural relations. Despite this, structural linguists supplement their
research with data from linguistic inter-disciplines that study the external facts of language
and create links between linguistics and other sciences. American representatives combine
these disciplines into a common group and call it meta-linguistics [6].

In the second half of the 20th century, under the influence of both external and internal
factors, the one-sided study of language research began, and in the 21st century has already
been overcome. Linguists are beginning to realize that linguistics can achieve great success
if representatives of one direction apply the achievements of the other one. An external
impetus to the convergence of the two approaches was the general trend of convergence of
sciences, increasing the unification of fields of scientific knowledge. A significant role was
played by the emergence of such directions and disciplines that create links between the
various sciences.

In the modern period of the history of linguistics, on the one hand, fundamental and
related scientific disciplines emerged, on the other hand, the fields of theoretical and applied
linguistics began to be limited, the role of trans-theory and trans-linguistics increased, which
also transformed the significant achievements of one field into achievements of others. And
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so new directions in linguistics emerged, and thus the first attempts to classify linguistic
disciplines appeared along with them.

Despite all this, it should be noted that the first attempts to distinguish linguistic
disciplines date back to the ancient period. In the ancient world, independent linguistic
disciplines such as lexicography and grammar already existed. Elements of such linguistic
disciplines as dialectology, stylistics, etymology, and general linguistics did not exist
independently as well. It is not difficult to see that all these disciplines study language merely
within the framework of linguistics.

Whereas at the beginning of the 21st century linguistics was gradually moving from
a closed, immanent state to being more or less accessible relative to external factors,
linguistics now interacts freely with other sciences. It can therefore be assumed that internal
linguistics is evolving into interdisciplinary, anthropological linguistics.

Purpose and Objectives

The aim of this article is to present the changes in the linguistic paradigm in the digital
era, to reflect on the positive and negative aspects of these changes, to highlight the features
and trends of digital linguistics, to show the shifts in the system of linguistic disciplines, the
transformation of disciplines and the prospects for development.

General points

Researchers concerned with evolutionary linguistics, such as Martin Haspelmat,
professor at the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology in Leipzig, when
talking about the development of linguistics, emphasize that linguistics is now becoming
more quantitative [7].

The quantitative approach is becoming increasingly dominant in the study of syntax,
morphology, and phonology. Corpus linguistics is beginning to occupy a central place in the
field of linguistic research, as is some of the experimental research in all areas of grammar,
from phonology to pragmatics [S]. Language typology is also becoming more quantitative,
and complex statistics are becoming increasingly important [4]. This is visible especially
when looking through linguistic journals.

Until the 21st century, a small number of articles only contained various charts. Now
it is not difficult to see that charts and statistical graphs have become essential in research.
There is another trend: historical linguistics is also starting to become quantitative. With the
increasing complexity of quantitative modeling, interest in this field is also rising. This trend
toward using quantitative methods has a positive side. Researchers can now back up their
assumptions and conclusions with concrete quantitative data.

As we have mentioned in our previous studies, the directions that have emerged and
clearly formed in the last decade are preparing a shift in scientific paradigms [14]. According
to T. Kuhn, a scientific revolution is being prepared [11]. Of course, this should be seen as
a positive phenomenon, as it all tends to present language in a comprehensive way. For
example, interest in the use of language gave birth to such directions as political and legal
linguistics, studies of the interrelation of language and culture, and language and gender gave
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birth to linguoculturology, ethnolinguistics, and gender linguistics. And, for instance,
electronic communication became the basis for the emergence of Internet linguistics.

Consequently, modern linguistics can be described as polyfunctional, or, in E.
Kubryakova's words, multi-paradigmatic [9]. It might seem that linguistics is multi-
paradigmatic because the object of its study is complex and multi-elemental, but this is not
so. If we consider that the scientific paradigm of modern linguistics is human-centric, which
means that all the components of this paradigm are aimed at one goal: to reveal the essential
characteristics of man. It can be argued that linguistics today is multi-paradigmatic because,
first and foremost, the speaker of the language is human. In other words, the new and recent
trends brought about by the shift in the linguistic paradigm are aimed at revealing the
characteristics of language use in the context of modern globalization and the human
evolution operating in the latest digital technology era.

Regarding the distribution of these new directions into different paradigms, large and
small paradigms are usually distinguished [9]. The human-centric paradigm is distinguished
as a large paradigm, and within it, respectively, the neo functional, linguocultural, and
linguosociological paradigms.

We live in the digital era, and now more than ever, thanks to modern communication
technologies, distance no longer matters as much as it did in the last century. Not only is
contact with the staff of linguistic research centers around the world possible, but also
various academic journals and scholarly literature are now available. Considerable linguistic
corpora, analytical methods in evolutionary biology, graphical analysis, and statistical
methods are now widely available to study language and represent language phenomena in
a multifaceted way [11]. It can be unconditionally said that in our digital era, we are dealing
with digital linguistics, which has an interdisciplinary character and in the study of which
the quantitative approach becomes predominant.

Along with the development of digital technologies, new scientific disciplines have
emerged in linguistics, which, on the one hand, have displaced previously functioning
scientific disciplines from the arena and, on the other hand, have taken a central role in the
field of linguistic research. Thus, since the 60s and 70s of the 20th century, mathematical
and cybernetic methods have been actively applied to structural linguistics in connection
with the emergence of mathematical linguistics, pioneered in different countries of the world.
Suffice it to mention only the researchers (Y. Apresyan, G. Jahukyan, Y. Stepanov), who
developed and applied the modeling method and presented theoretical conclusions
concerning the principles of generative grammar and machine translation, which are
considered the starting point in mathematical linguistics [3; 8; 15].

Nowadays, thanks to the development of the latest digital technologies, mathematical
linguistics has not only strengthened its position as a new linguistic field but also has its own
new branches of development, such as computational linguistics, corpus linguistics, and
Internet linguistics.

Linguistics seems to be reshaping its nature, moving from a theoretical to an
experimental field. In almost all disciplines (grammar, phonology, pragmatics) the role of
experimental research has increased.
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Therefore, it is not at all unexpected that linguoculturology, linguistic geography, and
ethnolinguistics, which emerged in the last century, are now more experimental in their
nature. The theoretical and descriptive nature of research has been replaced by practical
fieldwork. On the other hand, various disciplines of experimental characters, such as
reflective linguistics, suggestive linguistics, legal linguistics, political linguistics, and gender
linguistics, have also entered the arena in parallel to them.

Linguistics is moving from a theoretical to an experimental field.

The role of experimental research has increased.

Linguoculturology, linguistic geography, and ethnolinguistics are now
more experimental in their nature.

The theoretical and descriptive nature of research has been replaced
by practical fieldwork.

Various disciplines of experimental characters, such as reflective
linguistics, suggestive linguistics, legal linguistics, political linguistics,
and gender linguistics, have also entered the arena in parallel to
them.

Operational changes have also been observed in the methodology of the study of
linguistic disciplines. For instance, the use of quantitative methods has become inevitable,
and the use of statistical methods has become essential. Historical linguistics, largely aloof
for centuries, is now gradually becoming quantitative.

There was a rather significant change in the development of digital linguistics when
the European Association for Digital Humanities (originally the Text Encoding Initiative
(TEI), since 2013 the European Association for Digital Humanities (EADH)) began to form
in Europe at the end of the 20th century [16]. Already in 2016, a similar association was
formed in the CIS countries in Russia, which joined the European Association for Digital
Humanities in 2018 and is so far the only one among the CIS countries [2]. Thus, as of 2018,
cooperation in the direction of digital humanities as well as digital linguistics has officially
started in the region. It should be noted that the work is multifaceted. It mainly involves text
analysis and database work.
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Digital linguistics is gradually entering the educational environment as well. All over
the world, new specializations are being offered at the second and third levels of higher
education, considering modern new scientific disciplines. The following occupations have
become quite well-known: "Computational Linguistics", "Computer Linguistics", "Digital

"nn

Philology", "Intelligent Systems in the Humanities", "Digital Linguistics" and others.

Digital linguistics is gradually entering the
educational environment: the following
occupations have become quite well-known:

"Intelligent "Digital
Systems in the Linguistics" and
Humanities" others.

"Computational "Computer "Digital
Linguistics" Linguistics" Philology"

Conclusion and recommendations

Referring to the recent research results in the field of evolutionary linguistics, and
comparing linguistic disciplines operating at different phases of language development, we
can state that linguistic disciplines have nowadays undergone quite interesting
transformations, their main issue being the complex representation of language, revealing
the functional aspect of language, discovering links between language and other phenomena,
etc. in the era of great possibilities of digital technologies [12]. On the one hand, linguistics
has lost the classical disciplines from its field. But, on the other hand, it has acquired new
domains, much more practical, with research results supported by specific quantitative facts.
The latest digital technologies make it possible not only to deal with the description of
individual-specific languages but also to solve theoretical and linguophilosophical problems,
equally dealing with intra-linguistic and extra-linguistic issues.

RBC Trends has analyzed the forecasts of Russian and foreign futurologists and made
a list of the most required occupations in the next 30 years [13]. Among these future
occupations, digital linguistics holds an essential position, while linguistics in its classical
and "pure" form is not even mentioned there. This fact itself emphasizes that the quantitative
changes that have occurred in the development of linguistics since the end of the 20th century
have now been transformed into qualitative ones. Today we observe a completely new
quality in the development of linguistics in the form of digital linguistics, which comes with
already renewed and completely new disciplines. The transformations of the linguistic

45



disciplines can create significant prospects for strengthening cooperative links between

different linguistic centers for interdisciplinary collaborative research.
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